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'./CONCERNING THE AFGHAK COUP. 



2. _ puraortfrwc 3e worried over effect of coup on 

regT^nal affaTrs.l J a ^s concerned not so much with 

ANY POSSIBLE internal r:«ssiam involvement in the coup itself, 

4:.'T WITH THE POSSIBILITY* THAT AFGHANISTAN WILL NOW INCLU1E 
yCXE TOWARDS" RUSSIAN POLICY OBJECTIVES IN r^Z AREA. IN/__ 
VIEW 7AHIR MONARCHY WAS SAO XUT AT LEAST IT MAINTAINED THE 
HAi.ANT.E, HUT NOW AFGHANISTAN MAY "TILT" MORE HEAVILY AGAINST 
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PAKISTAN. £ 

CLOSELY AS TO FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 

TO RECOGNIZE THE* NEW REGIME. f 
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3. AS AN INTERESTING SIDELIGHT, /TOI.O ME 

THAJwEOR THE FIRST THREE OArS AFTER THE COUP C JULY - " I 7-20 ) 
HlSl^ CONTACTS APPEASEO VERT 

CONFIDENT ANO SELF-SATISFIED. YHE~Y HAO EXPRESSED THE OPINION 
THAT DAUO WAS JUST A FIGUREHEAD AND IT WAS THE YOUNGER OFFICERS 
WHO HAO SPARKEO THE COUP AND WERE THE XZY ELEMENTS IN RUNNING 
THE COUNTRY. AFTER THREE OAYS, HOWEVER, THIS ATTITUDE 
ABRUPTLY CHANGED AND THE RUSSIANS APPEARED TO 3E BEWILDERED — 
AS IF EVENTS HAO TAKEN A SUODEH TURN THAT THEY HADN'T 
EXPECTEO. SOON AFTERWARDS CJULY 28) RUSSIAN AM9ASSAD 

PUZANGV DEPARTED ON A. SUDDEN JOURNEY TO MOSCOW WHIC 

MIGHT HAVE SOMETHING TO DO WITH TH 
CHANGE IN RUSSIAN ATTITUDE. 

«♦. AS A FINAL NOTE,f JSAID THAT HE HAD HEARD THAT THE 
LTBYAN DELEGATION WH7CH VISTTEO KABUL JULY 28-29 HAD WANTED 
TO DEAL OIRECTLY WITH CENTRAL COMMITTEE BUT WERE TOLD THEY 
COULD TALK TQ DAUD AND OAUD ONLY. HE DID NOT SPECULATE AS TO 
HOW THIS DECISION WAS MADE BUT IF TRUE IT COULD BE INDICATIVE 
THAT OAUD IS GAINING THE UPPER HAHD IN WHAT WE HAVE BEEN GIVE 
TO UNDERSTAND MAY BE AN INTERNAL POWER STRUGGLE. 
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